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Foundational SEO
A Framework for Discoverability, Crawlability, and Long-Term Organic Growth

Foundational SEO is the process of optimizing a website's infrastructure so that search engine crawlers can 
efficiently discover, parse, and index its content. Without this solid baseline, even the most high-quality content 
will struggle to rank.

WiserSites uses a comprehensive, production-ready framework to ensure websites are structurally sound and 
fully optimized for search engines from day one.

WordPress Configuration
A robust SEO strategy begins at the CMS level. For WordPress environments, proper configuration is critical in ensuring 
search engines focus exclusively on high-value pages. 

Plugin Deployment & 

Metadata Configuration

Crawler Guidance Files

Install and execute the first-time configuration 
for the Yoast SEO plugin to establish global 
metadata rules

 Deploy a customized robots.txt file to explicitly 
instruct crawlers which directories to ignore 
(e.g., admin paths) and which to prioritize

Enable Open Graph protocols, X (formerly 
Twitter) card data, and Slack sharing metadata 
to ensure URL shares are visually optimized 
across communication platforms

Implement and customize an llms.txt file. This 
forward-looking file provides clean, markdown-
formatted summaries of site content specifically 
tailored for Large Language Model (LLM) 
crawlers and AI search agents

Populate site representation details and 
corporate logos within the global schema 
settings to feed Google's Knowledge Graph

Generate a dynamic XML sitemap that updates 
automatically whenever content is published or 
modified

I n d e x  C l e a n l i n e s s  &  A r c h i t e c t u r e

Canonical URLs Crawl Budget Thin Content

Enforce self-canonicalizing URLs 
across all standard pages to 
explicitly state the authoritative 
version of a page and eliminate 
duplicate content risks

Exclude low-value tag archive 
pages from search engine indexing 
to conserve crawl budget

Disable date-based archives and 
author archives (unless a multi-
author blog is actively maintained) 
to eliminate thin, auto-generated 
content pages
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Analytics and Conversion Tracking
Data collection and accurate measurement form the feedback loop required for continuous organic strategy 
refinement. 

Ecosystem Integration & Reporting Data Architecture Deployment

Link Google Search Console directly to the GA4 
property to view search queries and impression 
data alongside user behavior

Install Google Tag Manager (GTM) as the single 
source of truth for tracking scripts, keeping the 
native site code clean

Benchmark organic search impressions, clicks, 
CTR, and keyword positions

Build a custom Looker Studio dashboard to 
transform raw search and analytics data into an 
actionable, visually intuitive marketing report 
for stakeholders

Deploy Google Analytics 4 (GA4) property 
tracking via the GTM container, configuring 
specific internal data filters and retention 
settings

Program one high-value, primary conversion 
event (e.g., lead form submission or checkout 
completion) within GTM

Foundational SEO is not a secondary phase of web development; it is an essential architectural requirement. By 
systematically implementing this framework, WiserSites ensures that websites are secure, exceptionally fast, 
easily navigable by search crawlers, and structurally tuned to capture maximum organic visibility.

Mobile Optimization
With search engines operating primarily on mobile-first indexing, a website's mobile experience is a critical ranking 
factor.

Build the site infrastructure to be fully fluid, 
ensuring seamless rendering across all screen 
dimensions and device types

Ensure all tap targets (buttons, links) are 
appropriately sized and spaced to prevent 
accidental clicks

Correctly configure the HTML <viewport> meta tag 
to ensure pages scale appropriately to the user's 
screen

Maintain accessible font sizes and line heights for 
maximum readability

Eliminate intrusive interstitials or aggressive pop-ups that block primary content and degrade the mobile 
experience
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Crawlability and Indexation
Before a page can rank, it must be successfully crawled and understood by search engine bots. Technical barriers at the 
server or code level can entirely sever a site’s organic visibility. 

A s s e t  A c c e s s i b i l i t y

JavaScript Rendering External Dependency Validation URL Slug Standards

Ensure that any content 
generated via JavaScript 
frameworks can be fully rendered 
by Google's Web Rendering 
Service (WRS).

Validate external dependencies, 
including CSS stylesheets and core 
JavaScript files, ensuring they are free 
of syntax errors and fully accessible 
to search bots

Enforce clean, human-readable, 
and keyword-intuitive URL slugs 
across the entire site taxonomy

S e a r c h  C o n s o l e  I n t e g r at i o n

Sitemap Submission

Register and submit the verified XML sitemap to both Google Search Console and Bing Webmaster Tools to 
establish direct diagnostic communication channels with major search engines

Authoritative Domain Format

Enforce a single authoritative domain format (e.g., redirecting non-WWW to WWW, or vice versa) to prevent split 
link equity. Claim canonicalized domain in Search Console

R e q u e s t  H a n d l i n g  &  D i r e c t i v e s

200 OK Status Codes 301 Redirect Mapping

Ensure all live public assets return a clean 200 
OK HTTP status code

Map and execute permanent 301 redirects from 
old URLs to their new equivalents
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Semantic HTML
Search engines rely on the underlying source code to determine the thematic hierarchy and context of a page’s content.

S n i p p e t  O p t i m i z at i o n

Meta Titles & Descriptions

Programmatically enable and customize unique Meta Title tags and Meta Descriptions for every indexed page

S t r u c t u r a l  H i e r a r c h y

Heading Tag Hierarchy

Enforce a strict policy of exactly one <H1> tag per page, designated exclusively for the primary topic or page title. 
Structure supporting content logically using <H2> and <H3> tags to represent subtopics in a clean nested 
hierarchy


Native HTML Body Copy

Ensure that core body copy is rendered natively as real HTML text rather than being trapped inside images, 
canvas elements, or un-crawlable scripts

Schema.org and Structured Data
While semantic HTML helps search engines understand the visual layout and hierarchy of a page, Schema.org structured 
data translates that content into a structured, machine-readable language. WiserSites implements explicit schema 
markup to grant search engines explicit context and unlock rich snippets in the SERPs.

Global & Organization Schema Endpoint Schema

Deploy Organization schema on the homepage 
to explicitly define corporate identity, social 
profiles, and official logos, directly feeding 
Google’s Knowledge Graph

Ensure API and backend data endpoints 
generate clean, structured JSON-LD payloads. 
This allows headless applications or dynamic 
page architectures to serve schema flawlessly 
to search bots without rendering delays
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Page Speed and Core Web Vitals
Before a page can rank, it must be successfully crawled and understood by search engine bots. Technical barriers at the 
server or code level can entirely sever a site’s organic visibility. 

P e r f o r m a n c e  B e n c h m a r k i n g

Largest Contentful Paint Interaction to Next Paint Cumulative Layout Shift

Measures perceived loading speed, 
marking the point in the page load 
timeline when the main content has 
likely loaded

Evaluates overall page 
responsiveness to user inputs like 
clicks or taps

Measures visual stability by 
tracking unexpected layout shifts 
during the render phase

S e c u r i t y

Valid Certificates

Deploy and maintain a valid, trusted SSL/TLS 
Certificate

Strict HTTPS

Establish a strict HTTPS-everywhere 
environment (HTTP assets loading on HTTPS 
pages)

User experience and technical security are foundational pillars of search engine algorithmic assessments.
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